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Blaenau  Festinios^ : 

Printed  at  the  “Glorian”  Office,  Church  Street 


*0  the  Festiniog  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  following  report  for 
the  year  ending  December,  1937. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  Mid-year  1937 
population  is  8,602,  a decrease  of  105  as  compared  with  1936. 

All  the  rates  and  calculations  of  this  Report  are  based, 
unless  otherwise  stated,  on  the  estimated  figure  of  8,602. 

The  estimated  population  has  decreased  456  since  1931. 
The  General  Death  Rate  for  1937  is  exceptionally  high. 

The  General  Death  Rate  for  1937  is  higher  than  in 
1936,  also  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  is  higher  than  in  1936. 

Cancer  death  rate  was  much  higher  than  in  1936. 

I beg  to  thank  J.  Lloyd  Humphreys,  Esq.,  Oakeley 
Quarries,  and  E.  L.  Evans,  Esq.,  Council’s  Surveyor,  for 
supplying  me  with  Rainfall  Records  for  the  year. 

I have  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work 
done  by  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  W.  MORRIS. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,32j^cres 

Registrar’ s-General's  estimate  of  resident  population  ...  8,6d^ 

Number  of  inhabited  bouses  (end  of  1937)  according  to 

Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  2,423 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £23,452 

Net  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £87-2-0 


Social  Conditions 

The  chief  industries  of  the  district  are  Slate  and  Granite  Quarrying, 
which  is  extremely  strenuous  work. 

A large  percentage  of  Quarrymen  work  underground,  some  down  to 
700  feet,  and  the  rest  work  in  Mills  on  the  surface,  where  there  is  a great 
deal  of  dust  created  from  sawing  and  dressing  the  slate. 

Slate  Quarrying  in  the  district  is  responsible  for  the  prevalence  of 
Pulmonary  diseases  and  Rheumatism. 

The  Slate  Quarries  are  working  six  days  a week,  and  unemployment 
among  Quarrymen  is  not  very  prevalent. 

The  Climate  of  the  district  is  cold  and  wet,  the  average  rainfall  for 
1937  being  66'54  inches. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1937 


Total. 

Live  Births  Ilrf®'!;™'.' 

< Illegitimate 


M. 

55 

2 


F. 

62f 

2f 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  1407 


Still  Births 

( Illegitimate 

7 7} 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live 

I 1) 

and  stillbirths  1 I6'78 

Deaths  1 82 

94  881 

i 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population — 2 1 ' 1 6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar 

General  Short  List)  : 

Rate  per  i,ooo  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Total 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

...  74.38 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  59.8 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ..  500 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...8  males,  17  Females 

Measles  (all  ages)  . , ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  Two 

Apart  from  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  early  in  the  year  the 
district  was  fairly  free  from  epidemics, 
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^ Causes  of  Death  (R.G. ) Returns 


Influenza 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Cancer 

Other  Liver  diseases  ... 

Other  digestive  diseases 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Congenital  Causes,  Prem.  births,  e 
Senility 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  Disease 

Other  circulary  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis 

Suicide 

Other  violence 
Other  defined  causes 


c 


M. 

4 

15 

8 

1 

3 

2 

1 

8 

22 

3 

6 

6 

2 


1 

2 

4 

6 


Total — All  Causes 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  1937  ... 
General  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  1937 


94 


F. 

6 

4 

1 

17 

2 
2 
1 
I 

13 

19 

3 
1 
1 

1 
1 

2 
1 

2 

4 

6 

88 

14.9 

12.4 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
in  the  Area 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

Medical. 

One  part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sanitary. 

There  are  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  they  discharge  all  the 
duties  of  an  Inspector  between  them.  One  is  acting  part  time  in  another 
department. 

They  both  hold  the  necessary  qualification  for  the  position.  Mr. 
George  Davies,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  holds  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisance’s  Certificate  and  the  Practical  Sanitary  Science  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  is  a Member  of  the  Institute  (M.R.San.  I), 
He  holds  the  Certificate  in  Sanitary  Knowledge  of  the  School  of  Hygiene, 
University  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Certificate  in  Sanitary  Engineering  of 
the  Institution  of  Sanitary  Engineers  and  is  an  Associate  Member  of  the 
Institution  (A.M.I.S.E.). 

Mr.  Robert  John  Owen,  the  District  Inspector,  holds  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisance’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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Laboratory  Facilities  9 

The  Local  Authority  has  an  arrangement  with  Evans’  Research 
Laboratory,  Runcorn,  for  the  examination  of  swabs  from  all  suspected 
cases  of  Diphtheria. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  Infectious  Cases. — There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  area,  so 
there  are  no  ambulances  facilities  for  Infectious  cases. 

All  infectious  cases  are  treated  in  their  homes. 


(b)  Non  Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — A Motor  Ambulance  Car  Is 

available  at  the  Memorial  Hospital. 

(c)  Mhternity  Patients. — Conveyed  in  the  Hospital  Motor  Ambulance 

when  necessary. 


Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  Festiniog  Nursing  Association  Employs  Three  State  registered 
Nurses  who  are  also  qualified  Midwives.  One  of  these  Nurses  is  in 
charge  of  Festiniog  Village. 

No  Nurse  Available  for  Infectious  diseases. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  fortnightly  at  the  Garregddu 
Chapel  Vestry  (in  the  Centre  of  the  Town)  at  2 p.m.  The  accommod- 
ation is  all  that  could  be  desired. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Cases 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  arranged  a series  of 
these  Clinics  which  are  held  periodically  by  Mr.  J.  Gardiner  Wigley, 
F.R.C.S.,  Chester.  It  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  area  if  these 
clinics  were  held  oftener. 

Mental  Clinics 

Dr.  Frank  Jones,  Superintendent  of  the  North  Wales  Mental 
Hospital,  Denbigh,  is  holding  the  above  Clinics  at  the  Medical  Department, 
County  Offices,  Dolgelley,  once  a month,  where  suitable  cases  can  be  sent 
to  him. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics 

Held  fortnightly  at  the  Central  Hall,  New  Road.  The  clinic  is 
visited  regularly  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

School  Clinics 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  arranges  these  clinics  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  thorough  and  efficient 
manner  this  work  is  carried  out. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  King  Edward 
VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 
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TJ^County  Tuberculosis  Physician  attends  the  Clinic  at  Wynne’s 
Road,  SPthe  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  in  the  month,  also  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Fridays  at  1 I a.m. 

The  Clinic  has  an  excellent  X-Ray  plant  and  is  available  for  ALL 
CHEST  conditions  whether  tubercle  or  not. 

The  Doctor  also  attends  at  Llan  Festiniog  twice  monthly  (by 
appointment). 

I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  done  by 
Dr.  T.  W.  Davies  and  Dr.  Jackson  at  the  Memorial  Clinics. 

Treatment  Centre  of  Venereal  Diseases 

This  Centre  is  held  at  the  C.  and  A.  Infirmary,  Bangor,  on 
Thursdays  2 — 5 p.m.  for  Male  Patients,  and  Fridays  2 — 5 p.m.  for 
Female  Patients. 

The  Centre  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  and  the 
County  M.O.H.  arranges  for  blood  tests  (Wasserman  Reaction). 

Hospitals 

There  is  one  Hospital  in  the  District.  The  Festiniog  and  District 
Memorial  Hospital.  Situated  in  the  Centre  of  the  Town,  overlooking 
Cwmbowydd  Valley. 

It  is  a Cottage  Hospital  for  general  and  Medical  cases.  It  has  19 
beds  and  is  available  for  persons  residing  in  the  following  Parishes  : — 
Dolwyddelen,  Penmachno,  Festiniog,  Maentwrog,  Trawsfynydd,  Llan- 
frothen,  Penrhyndeudraeth,  Talsarnau,  Harlech,  Llanfair  and  Llanbedr 

The  Festiniog  U.D.  Council  has  a representative  on  the  Committee 
of  Management. 

The  Hospital  is  very  well  equipped  for  any  major  operation  and 
possesses  an  operating  Theatre.  A new  X-Ray  plant  has  been  installed, 
with  all  the  latest  electro-medical  equipment. 

The  Hospital  is  doing  Splendid  Work. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supply 

No  new  sources  of  public  water  supply  were  obtained  during  the 
year.  The  whole  district  is  supplied  from  Morwynion  Lake,  except 
farmhouses  and  some  isolated  places.  The  water  continues  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity.  No  analyses  of  water  were  made  during  the 
year. 

Complaints  were  received  of  insufficient  supply  of  water  to  the 
house  known  as  Brynhyfryd,  Alltgoch,  Festiniog  and  the  compensation 
water  supplied  to  the  cattle  using  land  at  “ Ffridd  Ty  Isaf  ” belonging  to 
Newborough  Farm.  Owing  to  the  position  of  the  house  and  land  and 
the  distance  from  the  nearest  cast  iron  main  the  supply  was  obtained 
through  a long  length  of  ^ " and  f " galvanised  pipes  which  had  been  in 
use  for  a considerable  time  and  had  become  encrusted  and  defective. 
The  existing  service  was  abolished  and  replaced  by  a new  service  of  380 
feet  of  T ''  galvanised  pipes,  154  feet  of  I " pipes,  18  feet  of  IJ-  " pipes 
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and  56  feet  of  1 1 ” pipes,  and  a new  connection  made  to  the  n^bst  cast 
iron  main  at  front  of  Club  House.  The  supply  to  the  house  aTO  cattle 
is  now  satisfactory. 

A reconstruction  of  the  water  main  was  made  at  Teigl  Road,  Llan, 
from  the  railway  bridge  downwards.  The  I " main  was  taken  out  and 
replaced  by  a 4 ” main  down  to  the  entrance  of  Ffordd  Swch.  The  4 " 
main  was  then  extended  up  the  field  and  continued  at  the  back  of  the 
Bungalows  to  near  Nant-yr-Eneth.  The  branch  from  the  entrance  to 
Ffordd  Swch  downwards  to  back  of  Morannedd  was  made  with  3”  pipes 
and  continued  to  the  flushing  tank  and  at  back  of  Blaenau  Road  with 
iL  '"  pipes.  1,116  feet  of  4 ' pipes,  214  feet  of  3 pipes  and  363  feet 
of  2 " pipes  were  used.  This  work  was  commenced  in  1 936  and 
completed  in  1937. 

A new  branch  main  was  laid  in  the  back  road  of  Lower  Cwmbowydd 
Road  and  connected  to  the  cast  iron  main  in  the  front  road.  This  was 
done  owing  to  complaints  of  insufficient  water  and  the  existing  services 
passing  under  the  houses.  1 72  feet  of  1 ^ " pipes  were  used  for  the  main 
and  separate  connections  were  provided  to  each  house. 

The  existing  f ” branch  main  supplying  Nos.  1 to  7 Dorvil  Street 
with  water  had  become  insufficient  and  defective  owing  to  size  and  age  of 
pipes.  In  conjunction  with  the  work  of  reconstructing  the  sewer,  the 
existing  water  main  was  replaced  and  increased.  The  new  main  was 
connected  to  the  4 cast  iron  main  in  Dorvil  Road  and  extended  along 
the  back  road  to  back  of  No.  7 Dorvil  Street.  220  feet  of  1 ^ " galvanized 
pipes,  20  feet  of  1 " pipes  and  40  feet  of  \ " pipes  were  used  in  the  work 
and  separate  connections  were  provided  to  each  house. 

Owing  to  complaints  of  insufficient  water  supply  in  the  area  the 
existing  branch  main  to  Haulfryn  Terrace  was  replaced  and  increased. 
This  improved  the  supply  to  the  houses  and  made  provision  for  the  three 
new  houses  erected  thereat.  The  new  service  main  was  connected  to  the 
4 ''  main  in  Tanygrlsiau  Road  and  extended  along  the  back  road  of 
houses.  1 50  feet  of  2 " galvanized  pipes,  20  feet  of  1 " pipes  and  40  feet 
of  i " pipes  were  used  in  the  work  and  separate  connections  provided  to 
each  house. 

The  existing  branch  water  main  supplying  Caersalem  Terrace, 
Tanygrislau,  was  laid  in  the  gardens  at  the  back  of  the  houses  and  same 
was  found  unsatisfactory.  In  order  to  improve  the  water  supply  the 
existing  main  was  abolished  and  a new  and  larger  main  provided  in  the 
back  road,  and  separate  connections  were  made  to  each  house  and  to 
Caersalem  Bakery.  The  new  main  was  connected  to  the  4 ' cast  iron 
main  in  Tanygrisiau  Road  and  extended  along  the  side  road  to  the  back 
road.  100  feet  of  galvanized  pipes.  80  feet  of  I4  ^ pipes,  40  feet 
of  1 " pipes  and  30  feet  of  | " pipes  were  used. 

The  water  supply  of  Bethsaida  Terrace,  Tanygrisiau,  was  improved 
during  the  year  as  a result  of  complaints  due  chiefly  to  the  altitude  of  the 
houses.  The  main  supplying  these  houses  was  reconstructed  from  the 
main  road  near  Penybont  and  carried  across  the  railway  above  and 
through  the  pathway  leading  to  Pantcoch.  1 60  feet  of  1 " pipes  were 
used  in  the  work. 
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A Sewerage  and  Drainage 

^Hie  6 " sewer  at  back  of  Haulfryn  Terrace,  Oakeley  Square,  was 
extended  to  provide  for  the  three  new  houses  built  there.  A manhole 
was  constructed  at  the  top  end  of  the  existing  sewer  and  the  new  sewer 
extended  for  a distance  of  60  feet. 

The  6 " branch  sewer  at  back  of  Nos.  1 to  7 Dorvil  Street  had  for 
some  time  been  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  subsidence  caused  by  the  peaty 
nature  of  the  ground  in  this  area.  The  Council  decided  to  reconstruct 
this  sewer  and  it  was  lowered  and  relaid  from  Dorvil  Road  to  back  of 
No.  7 Dorvil  Street,  a distance  of  1 40  feet.  A new  flushing  tank  was 
provided  at  the  top  end  of  the  sewer.  The  peat  was  excavated  to  solid 
ground  and  the  trench  filled  in  with  stone  and  solid  material,  and  the 
sewer  embedded  in  concrete. 

The  sewerage  tanks  at  Maesneuadd  field,  Tanygrisiau,  were 
completed  during  the  year  and  the  fields  purchased  from  Mr.  Hugh 
Jones,  Pencefn,  for  £150.  The  18"  main  sewer  was  constructed  with 
concrete  pipes  obtained  from  the  Stanton  Ironworks,  Co.  Ltd.,  Notting- 
ham, and  carried  through  Dolau-Las  fields  up  to  the  existing  sewer  near 
the  school.  The  sewer  from  this  point  to  the  main  road  near  Belle  Vue 
was  also  relaid.  401  yards  of  18  ” concrete  pipes  were  laid. 

The  house  drains  were  made  to  the  new  Council  houses  at  Fronfawr 
and  other  new  houses  during  the  year. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

The  sewer  receiving  the  drainage  of  Dolrhedyn  and  bottom  Tan- 
ygrisiau, and  which  was  discharging  into  a cesspool  near  the  river  opposite 
Tanlan,  has  been  extended  across  the  river  and  connected  to  the  new  18" 
sewer  of  Sewerage  Scheme  No.  4.  The  overflow  from  the  cesspool  was 
previously  discharging  into  the  river  and  causirig  pollution. 


Closet  Accommodation 

Two  pail  closets  were  converted  into  water  closets  during  the  year, 
one  at  Moriah  House,  Tanygrisiau,  and  the  other  at  Rhydygro.  The 
number  of  pail  closets  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  70. 

Nineteen  new  water  closets  were  constructed  during  the  year  in 
various  parts  of  the  district.  Five  of  these  were  made  to  replace  existing 
closets  and  fourteen  as  new  accommodation.  The  number  of  water 
closets  in  use  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  2344. 

Public  Cleansing 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method  of  collection  and  disposal 
of  house  refuse  during  the  year,  with  the  exception  that  a public  ashpit 
has  been  abolished  at  the  back  of  Penygroes,  Bethania,  and  a weekly 
collection  of  refuse  carried  out. 

The  land  used  for  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  at  Caeclyd 
purchased  during  the  year  for  the  sum  of  £ 1 60. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Total  number  of  formal  notices  issued  - - 10 

Number  complied  with  - - - - 7 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  issued  - - - 205 

Number  complied  with  - - - - 187 

Total  number  of  New  Houses  completed  : 

(a)  by  Local  Sanitary  Authority  . _ _ None 

{b)  by  private  enterprise  - - - - 3 

Number  of  plans — new  houses  and  other  buildings  - - 27 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  - - - - 26 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  - - - 4 

Visits  to  cowsheds  - - - - - 48 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  - - - 9 

Visits  to  milk  shops  - - - - 4 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  _ - « None 

Visits  to  dairies  - - - - - 24 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  - - -2 

Visits  to  slaughter  houses  - - - - 83 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  - - - I I 

Notices  re  removal  of  ashes  - - - - 22 

Notices  re  removal  of  manure  - - - 4 

Notices  re  defective  drains  - - - - 34 

Number  of  visits  to  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  - - 35 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  - - -41 

Notices  of  defective  water  fittings  - - - 1 1 9 

Number  of  pall  closets  converted  Into  W.C.  - - 2 

Number  of  new  water  closets  erected  - - - 1 9 

Total  number  of  water  closets  - - - 2344 

Pail  closets  - - - - - 70 

Privies  or  other  closets  - - - - 1 40 

Number  of  closets  serving  more  than  one  house  - - 1 4 

Milk  Samples  taken  for  Ministry  of  Health  - - None 

For  County  Council  - - - - 1 6 

For  Local  Sanitary  Authority  , _ . None 

Shops  and  Smoke  Abatement 
No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools 
open  to  the  public  In  the  district. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Three  complains  of  the  existence  of  bugs  in  houses  were  received 
during  the  year.  In  one  case  no  bugs  were  found,  but  as  a precaution 
the  wall-paper  was  removed  from  all  the  bedrooms  and  the  rooms 
fumigated  with  cescones.  The  wall-paper  was  scraped  from  the  walls  in 
the  other  two  cases  and  the  skirtings  removed.  Zaldecide  was  used  in 
one  case  and  Zaldecide  and  cescones  in  the  other  case. 

No  Council  houses  were  found  infested. 
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Schools 

/^rschools  in  the  district  are  provided  with  water  from  the  Council’s 
mains,  and  water  closets  and  drains  are  provided  to  all.  Their  sanitary 
condition  is  satisfactory. 

The  school  children  are  examined  periodically  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  When  a child  attending  school  is  notified  as  suffering 
from  a notifiable  infectious  disease,  the  headmaster  or  headmistress  is 
immediately  notified  of  the  fact  and  a notification  is  also  sent  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  This  applies  also  to  a case  where  a child  or  person 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  does  not  attend  school  but  some 
other  child  from  the  house  does  attend. 

Housing 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  243 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  294 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  45 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  55 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  18 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  83 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  seclions  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 


served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None 

(6)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  95 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1916 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 
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(J)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  None 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  —Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  46 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  51 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  281^ 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  (i)  N umber  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  14 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  76 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  None 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  upon 

which  the  Medical  Officer,  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report. 


During  1937  most  of  the  houses  that  are  let  in  the  district  were 
measured  for  the  purposes  of  Section  62  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  and 
the  work  was  completed  early  in  1 938.  Mr.  W.  M.  Owen  was  engaged 
to  measure  the  houses.  His  calculations  were  checked  at  the  Office  and 
a statement  of  the  “ permitted  number  ” of  persons  allowed  in  the 
dwelling-houses  was  sent  to  the  owners  concerned.  A notice  was  also 
inserted  in  the  local  Newspaper  drawing  the  attention  of  Landlords  and 
Occupiers  of  Working-Class  dwelling-houses  to  the  overcrowding 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  and  that  the  “permitted  number  ” 
of  persons  must  be  inserted  in  the  Rent  Books.  The  forms  have  been 
filed  for  future  reference. 

The  houses  in  course  of  erection  during  1937  at  Fronfawr  although 
built  for  Slum  Clearance  purposes  will  also  relieve  several  cases  of  over- 
crowding when  ready  early  in  1938.  Arrangements  are  also  being  made 
to  build  six  four-bedroom  houses  at  Fronfawr  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  overcrowding. 

Other  Housing  Remarks 

The  Demolition  Orders  made  were  in  respect  of  Nos.  1 to  1 0 Old 
Talwaenydd  and  Nos.  7,  8 and  9 Groesffordd,  Glanypwll. 

The  question  of  making  Demolition  Orders  was  also  considered  re 
Bridge  Cottage  and  Ffridd  Cottage,  near  Tunnel,  Tanygrisiau.  Arrange- 
ments were  subsequently  made  by  the  Council  to  buy  Bridge  Cottage  for 
the  purpose  of  re-conditioning  same,  the  purchase  price  being  fixed  at 
£80.  An  Undertaking  under  Section  II.  (3)  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 
that  the  house  shall  not  be  further  used  for  human  habitation  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  Ffridd  Cottage.  An  Undertaking 
not  to  let  the  houses  has  also  been  given  by  the  Estate  Agent  in  connect- 
ion with  5,  Old  Trcfeini  and  I,  Penlan,  Llan. 
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^|The  cellars  of  97  and  102  High  Street  and  6 Tanymanod  Terrace, 
wei^  discontinued  as  separate  dwellings  during  1937  and  used  in 
connection  with  the  houses  above  same.  Closing  Orders  were  operative 
in  respect  of  the  three  cellars. 

Early  in  1937  the  land  and  cottages  of  Nos.  1 I to  I 5,  and  17  to  20 
Dolgarregddu,  and  the  site  of  the  demolished  Bronrhiw  houses  were 
purchased  by  the  Council  from  the  Newborough  Estate  for  the  sum  of 
£240.  The  whole  site  consists  of  3,980  square  yards  of  land.  The 
house  and  land  of  No.  1 6 Dolgarregddu  were  also  purchased  at  a later 
date  from  the  owner  for  the  sum  of  £50.  Demolition  Orders  are  in  . 
force  on  the  houses  and  same  are  to  be  demolished  when  the  houses 
become  vacant. 

Tenders  were  obtained  early  in  1937  for  the  erection  of  26  houses 
at  Fronfawr  for  the  purpose  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Act,  and  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  William  Jones,  Maelgwyn,  Parry  Road,  Llanrwst,  was  accepted 
for  the  sum  of  £10,374  for  18  three-bedroom  houses  and  8 four-bedroom 
houses.  The  houses  were  nearly  ready  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A further  Schedule  of  unfit  houses  was  considered  by  the  Council  in 
1937  and  it  was  passed  to  amend  the  Schedule  made  in  September  1933 
and  to  ask  for  the  permission  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  build  1 2 more 
three-room  bedroom  houses  for  the  purpose  of  providing  accommodation 
for  the  additional  number  of  persons  to  be  displaced. 

New  Buildings 

27  Plans  of  New  Buildings  were  submitted  for  approval  during  the 
year.  These  included  plans  for  1 2 new  houses. 

The  two  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  at 
Wynne  Road,  now  known  as  Penygarreg  and  Brynderi  were  completed 
during  the  year,  and  a new  Bungalow  was  completed  in  the  field  opposite 
Morannedd,  Llan,  and  now  known  as  Muriau  Gwyn.  A block  of  three 
houses  at  Haulfryn  Terrace  was  approaching  completion  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  two  more  new  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  Wynne  Road 
and  a Bungalow  on  the  land  at  back  of  Bowydd  Chapel. 

A “Caban  ” for  Old  Age  Pensioners  was  erected  at  Dorvil  Road, 
The  Square. 

Additions  and  alterations  to  dwelling  houses  were  made  at  Bryn- 
hyfryd,  Maenofferen,  for  Mr.  Hugh  Hughes ; at  1 0 Oxford  Street  for 
Mr.  R.  0.  Jones;  at  17  The  Square  for  Mr.  J.  Parry  ; at  Utica  House. 
Tanygrisiau,  for  Mr.  W.  0.  Williams;  at  16  Church  Street  for  Mrs.  R. 

E.  Jones,  and  at  98  Wynne  Road  for  Mr.  J.  V.  Humphreys. 

Motor  Garages  were  made  at  New  Road  for  Mr.  J.  Roberts  Jones ; 
at  Brynmarian ; at  Llwyn,  Llan  ; at  Brodawel,  Oakeley  Square ; at 
Mostyn  House,  Wynne  Road  ; at  Tyddyngwyn,  Manod,  for  Mr.  J.  H. 
Evans,  and  at  back  of  Griffin  for  Mr.  F.  W.  Coxon. 

General 

The  field  in  front  of  Tanlan,  Tanygrisiau,  and  adjoining  the  School 
house  and  School  yard  was  purchased  as  a Childrens’  Playground  from 
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the  owners  of  the  Tanygrisiau  Estate  for  the  sum  of  £100.  Th^land 
was  fenced  with  concrete  posts  and  special  wire  so  as  to  give  proteci^.  to 
children  from  the  river.  An  entrance  was  made  to  the  field  from  the 
mam  road,  and  another  from  the  school  yard.  The  opening  ceremony 
took  place  on  the  18th  September,  1937,  by  Captain  Wellington,  Sir 
Evan  Jones  and  Richard  Jones,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Council.  This 
has  supplied  a long-felt  want  in  this  area. 

The  land  at  Penbryncyrff,  Elan,  was  purchased  during  the  year  for 
the  sum  of  £50.  It  is  to  be  retained  as  an  open  space  and  will  be 
developed  later  on. 

A new  Greenhouse  was  constructed  at  the  Square  Recreation  Ground. 
Mr.  R.  0.  Thomas  was  appointed  Groundsman  during  the  year  and 
commenced  duties  in  March. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods 

» 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

One  new  registration  of  Producer-Retailer  of  Milk  was  added  to  the 
register  during  1937,  and  three  Producer-Retailers  discontinued  business. 
Two  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  only  were  removed  from  the  register  and 
one  was  added. 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  3 1st  December,  1937,  was  : — 


Producers  only  ...  ...  ...  4 

Retail  Purveyors  only  ...  ...  9 

Producer- Retailers  ...  ...  26 

Total  39 


76  Visits  were  made  to  the  various  Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 
during  the  year. 

1 6 Samples  of  milk  for  T.  B.  examination  were  taken  for  the  County 
M.O.H.  during  the  year. 

The  licences  of  the  four  Dealers  selling  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
were  renewed. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  the  various  slaughter-houses  and 
meat  shops,  &c.,  iii  the  district.  The  three  slaughter-house  licences 
were  renewed  during  the  year  and  twelve  licences  of  slaughter- 
men under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  were  renewed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  for  a further  period  of  three  years  each. 
Particulars  of  these  licences  are  entered  on  the  Register  kept  for  the 
purpose. 

There  is  no  meat-marketing  scheme  in  force  in  the  district  under 
Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

(c)  Adulteration,  &c.  | No  special  action  taken 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacterial  Examination  of  Food.  ■ year  apart 

from  the  samples  or 

(e)  Nutrition.  [ referred  to  above. 

(/)  Shell-Fish  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  Shell-Fish  Beds  in  the  District. 


13 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


I. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections- 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers  Premises).  ■ • 

None 

( 

3 

None 

Total 

52 

3 

None 

II. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Number  of  Defects. 

offences  in 

respect  to 

Particulars. 

which  Pro- 

Referred 

secutions 

bound 

Re- 

to  H.M. 

were 

medied 

Insp. 

instituted. 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  Nuisances 

2 

1 

1 

1 

None 

None 

'1  insufficient  ... 

None 

None 

Sanitary  1 unsuitable  or  defective 

accommod'  j not  separate  for  sexes... 

ation  J 

Total 

3 

2 

None 

None 
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Rainfall  in  1937  at  Morwynion  Lake. 


Taken  at  9 a.m.  daily.  Diameter  of  Funnel,  4 inches. 

Rain  1 Height  ( Above  Ground,  10  feet. 

Gauge  / of  Top.  \ Above  Sea  Level,  1 ,320  feet. 


Month. 

Total 

Depth. 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours. 

No.  of  Days  on 
which  .0 1 -or 
more  recorded 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Date. 

January 

y.il 

1.52 

6th 

20 

February 

11.92 

1.18 

3rd 

23 

March 

3.74 

.35 

13th 

19 

April 

3.23 

.71 

16th 

19 

May 

1.99 

.25 

lOth 

12 

June 

4.25 

.63 

2nd 

14 

July 

3.77 

.44 

9th 

18 

August 

2.97 

.93 

14th 

12 

September 

4.41 

.73 

18th 

18 

October 

3.21 

.68 

24  th 

13 

November 

1.71 

.50 

30th 

11 

December 

4.72 

.36 

1 St 

22 

Total 

57.03 

201 

The  above  supplied  by  E.  L.  Evans,  Esq.,  the  U.D.C.  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


The  Oakeley  Slate  Quarries.  Rainfall  in  1937. 


MONTH. 

Total  Depth. 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours. 

No.  of  Days 
with 

.01  ins. 1.04  ins. 

January 

Inches. 

10.20 

Inches. 

2.90 

Date. 

5th 

or 

more. 

23 

or 

more. 

20 

February 

13.93 

2.52 

2nd 

26 

24 

March 

3.61 

.69 

llth 

19 

16 

April 

8.43 

1.58 

15th 

18 

15 

May 

1.75 

.48 

6th 

12 

10 

June 

6.84 

2.26 

2nd 

16 

14 

July 

5.16 

1.16 

8th 

16 

14 

August 

4.60 

1.24 

13th 

10 

7 

September 

3.86 

.83 

15th 

18 

18 

October 

3.93 

1.22 

23rd 

1 1 

10 

November 

5.20 

2.00 

29th 

12 

12 

December 

6.26 

I.IO 

4th 

20 

19 

Total 

76.03 

201 

179 

The  above  supplied  by  J.  Lloyd  Humphreys,  Esq.,  Manager  Oakeley  Quarries. 


15 


Notifi^le  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1937 


Disease. 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

tnteric  hever  (including 
paratyphoid)... 

Nil  • 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  diseases  generally  not- 
ifiable, Eryspelas 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  diseases  notifiable 
locally. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

23 

2 

7 

No  special  facilities  are  available  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Cancer. 
Eight  men  and  seventeen  women  died  from  Cancer  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or 
under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or 
for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  diseases  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS 

1925 

No  Action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  relating  to  Tuberculosis 
employees  in  the  Milk  Trade. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  Section  25. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section  during  1937. 


Tuberculosis 


'J'he  ratio  of  non-notified  deatlis  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths  5%. 
The  one  case  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  death  was  only  known 
as  a result  of  post-mortem  examination. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  satisfactory  in  the  area. 
No  action  was  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

T'wenty-five  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1937,  which  is  1 1 less  than  in  1936. 

15  men  and  5 women  died  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year* 
which  is  one  more  than  in  1936. 

Tuberculosis  patients  are  reluctant  to  enter  Sanatoria  for 
Institutional  treatment,  thus  increasing  the  risk  of  infecting  others. 

Fibroid  phthisis  is  prevalent  among  Quarrymen,  and  slate  dust 
predisposes  the  Quarrymen  to  Pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  unhealthy  conditions  prevailing  underground  in  some  of 
the  quarries  render  the  men  more  liable  to  tuberculous  infection. 


General 

16  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  no 
deaths  occurred  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  from  Pneumonia  during  the  year. 

Five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  no 
deaths  occurred  from  Diphtheria. 

One  case  of  Erysipelas  was  notified  during  the  year,  but  no 
deaths  occurred  from  Erysipelas. 

Eight  men  and  seventeen  women  died  of  Cancer  during  the 

year. 

There  is  no  Hospital  accommodation  for  Notifiable  Infectious 
diseases.  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  in  the  area. 

A supply  of  Anti-Diphtheria  Serum  is  always  kept  by  the 
M.O.H.  for  the  use  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area. 

The  County  Council  arranges  to  have  swabs  from  the  throats 
of  children  who  have  had  Diphtheria  and  contacts  to  them,  examined 
at  a Laboratory. 

Apart  from  the  arrangements  made  for  the  examination  of 
throat  swabs,  the  local  authority  do  not  provide  for  the  examination 
of  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens. 

No  use  was  made  of  the  Schick  test  for  Diphtheria,  or  the  Dick 
Test  for  Scarlet  Fever,  or  the  artificial  methods  of  immunization 
against  these  diseases. 

No  primary  or  re-vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  M.O.H. 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  preventions)  Regulations.  1917. 

There  were  no  cases  of  locally  contracted  Anthrax  or  Rabies 
reported. 


